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Well! Someone’s been reading this blog.

In what is perhaps the first-ever statement-by-press-release from Assemblyman Jack McEneny, the Albany Democrat defends the still-under-negotiation amendment to the Constitution. Sen. Mike Gianaris told me earlier today in a phone interview that the amendment takes the “worst” part of what he proposed as a member of the Assembly and “would enshrine in the Constitution forever a bad process.”

A Senate Democratic source question what plan put forth by their conference McEneny was referrring to.

In the statement, McEneny says the “Senate Minority” should know that the amendment would subject future redistricting plans to “tough standards not contained in the plan put forth” by Democrats in the Senate.

Senate Democrats have long grumbled that their fellow party members in the Assembly have cut deals with Senate Republicans during past redistricting cycles in order to preserve their majorities.

Here’s the full statement:

While we share a common goal of permanently reforming New York’s redistricting process, the constitutional amendment currently being discussed by the Assembly is stronger than the Senate Minority’s proposal in several key respects. Future redistricting plans will be subjected to tough standards not contained in the plan put forth by the Senate Minority and, as well, the amendment would be accompanied by a statute implementing those changes.

Notably, in the event the Legislature does not approve a plan put forth by the independent commission, the ability of lawmakers to make changes will be limited to those that affect no more than two percent of the population of the district being altered, making it much harder to modify the commission’s proposals.

Additionally, the constitutional amendment and accompanying statute under discussion provide crucial protections for language and for racial minorities, require a specific public explanation if the commission plan proposes districts that deviate from population equality, and require eligible members of the commission to have been removed from active political participation for a longer period of time than would the Senate Minority’s proposal to ensure that the process is as free from politics as possible.
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